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CAME OVER TO 
KYOTO TO THE 
HOUSE OF THE 
KYOUGOKU 
FAMILY, A 
SCHOOL OF 
THE KYOTO- 
AKAIKE STYLE 
IKEBANA ART. 








TO PLANA 
TRADITIONAL 
CULTURAL 
EVENT IN 
KYOTO FOR 
THE CLIENTS, 


I, KINDAICHI 
HAJIME, 37 
YEARS OLD, 
SALES 
MANAGER AT 
OTOWA BLACK 
PR COMPANY, 
AND MY KOUHAI, 
HAYAMA MARIN, 
23 YEARS OLD, 














AND AFTER, 
EATING SOME 
SIGNATURE 
KYOTO FOOD, 
THAD HEADED 
TO THE BATH. 





THE SIGHT 


I SAW WAS, 





HOWEVER, IN 
THE MIDDLE 
OF THE FAMED 
KARESANSUI 
GARDEN THAT 
COULD BE SEEN 
FROM THE 
BATHROOM 
WINDOW... 





SS 





THE 
LIFELESS 
BODY OF 

KYOUGOKU 
SAKUBAKO 
LYING DEAD 
IN THE VERY 

CENTRE OF THE 

STONE MOTIF... 





WITH HER 
THROAT CUT 
WIDE OPEN. 





sil) eso 


EG 


eae He dae 
\ a = 50, THAT 
\ MEANS... 
: | SHE KILLED 
. HERSELF? 
BUT... IF 


THE SAND... 


SS 


nea 0 




















s H-HURRY! 
SAKURAKO- 

SAN IS LYING 

IN THE CENTRE 


j OF THE GARDEN! 





Ltt... IT 
LOOKS LIKE 
SHE'S DEAD! 





IM 
MSHIKI. 


EH?! WHAT'S 
q HAPPENED? 











ICHIJOUJI NISHIKI (27) 
































THERE! a 














$0 IF THERE'S 
ONLY ONE SET 
OF PRINTS, IT 
MEANS THAT 
SAKURAKO- 
SAN WALKED 
THERE BY 
HERSELF... 


N-NO WAY! 
THAT MEANS, 

SHE KILLED 

HERSELF?! 


THAT'S RIGHT! 
D'YOU KNOW 
WHAT THIS 
MEANS?! 


SO THERE 
1s A GooD 
CHANCE THAT 
‘SHE KILLED 
HERSELF! 


T'LL GUARD THE 
KARESANSUI, OR 
SOMEONE MIGHT 
STEP INSIDE AND 

CONTAMINATE THE 

CRIME SCENE! 


H-HUH?! 


Y-YA MEAN 
THE FACT THAT 
THERE'S ONLY 

ONE SET OF 


SURE, BUT THE 
FACT REMAINS 
THAT THERE'S 
ONLY ONE SET 
OF PRINTS. 


NEVER MIND. 
THE IMPORTANT 
THING IS, PLEASE 
WAKE UP EVERYONE 
ELSE IN THE HOUSE 
AND CALL FOR THE 
POLICE AS WELL... 








a 


‘a 
Me 





wi 
il 





|| 1 UNDeR- 
STAND HOW 
|| Yareel... fog 


25) 


AN 

















YAMASHINA 
ROKUROU (52) 


YES, HE'S 
KINDAICHI 
KOUSUKE... 





W-WELL, YES... 

T OVERSLEPT 
BECAUSE I GOT 
DRUNK, AND WHEN 
T WOKE UP, I JUST 
DECIDED TO TAKE 

A BATH THEN. 


HOLD ON, 
KINDAICHIP 
WHERE'VE 
T HEARD 
THAT NAME 
BEFORE...? 





YES, TM 
KINDAICHI, 
FROM 
OTOWA 


WE CAME 

HERE FOR 
BUSINESS 
PURPOSES. 


FORMAL DIVIDED SKIRT. 





RIGHT, OKAY. 
50, THE FACTS 
ARE AS SUCH... 
YA WERE TAKIN 
A BATH AT 3AM, 
AN LINNATURAL 
TIME, TOO... 


AND THEN, YA 
COINCIDENTALLY 
LOOKED OVER AT 

THE GARDEN FROM 
THE WINDOW AND 
SAW THE BODY... 





THESE KINDA 
SITUATIONS... 


HOWEVER, YA 
SEEM TA HAVE 
ASSESSED YER 
‘SURROUNDINGS 

CAREFULLY! 


USUALLY, WHEN 
PEOPLE DISCOVER 
A CORPSE, THEY 
GET PLUSTERED 
‘AND DON'T PAY 
MUCH ATTENTION 
TA THEIR NEARBY 
SURROUNDINGS. 





SAKURAKO, 
YA STUPID, 
STUPID GIRL! 


SHE DID AS SHE 
LIKED FOR ALL 
THIS WHILE, AND 
NOW, SHE HAS 
CREATED A SCENE 
BY COMMITTIN’ 
SUICIDE IN THE 


KYOUGOKU 
GANRYUU (50) 








EARTH HAS 
HAPPENED?! 








SHE WOULD 
NEVER KILL 
HERSELF..! 


WORDS 
ARE SO 
UNCARING! 





KYOUGOKU 
TSURUHA (46) 


THERE'S ONLY 
SAKLURAKO'S 
FOOTPRINTS 
ON THE SAND 

MOTIF, SEE? 







SO SUICIDE 
1S THE ONLY 
POSSIBILITY! 











T-THIS 
1S NOT 
POSSIBLE! 











IF SHE DION'T 
KILL HERSELF, 
HOW 00 YA 
EXPLAIN THIS, 
‘TSURUIHA-GAN? 


















IT'S DONE, % J Ele Ricut, 
veTectve = . ] 
YAMASHINA, ¥ epee? 
THERE ARE f 
NO SIGNS 
OF OTHER 
PRINTS AT 
tue scene | y Hey THERE, 
y ? 
ean! rave || Whar we 
YA FINISHED KNOW 60 
aoe FAR, THAT 
cicccrén || eves 
R 
ee case, YES. 


THE SAND AROUND 
THE DEAD BODY Is 

UNTOUCHED EXCEPT \ \ 

FOR THE FOOTPRINTS , Was Ss Horree. 
BELONGIN’ TA THE R 
VICTIM HERSELF. 


PEOPLE OFTEN usuaLLy 


PASS THROUGH 

THIS GARDEN, 60 

WE GOTTA REPAIR 

THE MOTIF EVERY 

ee ee 2 OR 3 WEEKS... 
IT WILL TAKE 
5-6 HOURS 

AT LEAST. 


ALTERNATE 
TA vo TT, 





1 S€6, IF 
ANYONE HAD 
‘STEPPED ON 
THE SAND OF 
KARESANSUI 
GARDEN, THEN 
ITLL SURELY 
LEAVE TRACES 
BEHIND... 


A 
ia Oe 


AND HOW 
LONG DOES 
IT TAKE YA 
TA PREPARE 
THIS ENTIRE 

MOTIF HERE? 


én 
as 
era 


aS 
LET I 


=n 


va. 











$0, DOES 
ANY PART 
LOOK LIKE 
I'S BEEN 
REPAIRED 
RECENTLY? 


NISHIKI- 
SAN... 


EVEN IF WE 
DON'T GET 
ONE SPOT 
RIGHT, WE 
GOTTA 
START ALL 
OVER AGAIN. 




















NOTHING AT ALL, 
WE'D KNOW FER 
‘SURE IF THERE 
WAS SOMETHIN’ 
LIKE THAT... 





THE CORPSE 
WAS FOUND 
AT 3AM...? 





BUT I SAW 
NOTHING 
UNUSUAL 

AT THE 

KARESANSUI 

GARDEN... 


AS USUAL, 

I CHECKED 

THE DOORS 
AT MIDNIGHT, 


OKAY, THEN! 
WHO WAS THE 
LAST PERSON 
TA CHECK THE 
KARESANSUI'S 
\ surRoUNDING? 








THE CORPSE 

NEEDS TA BE 
REMOVED AND 
SENT FER AN 

AUTOPSY. 














IT SURE IS ON TA THE 
A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN, 
GARDEN, BUT THEN? 
WE NEED TA 

PROGRESS THE 
INVESTIGATION. 














BEIN' A KYOTO Rs = T'M KUROKI, 
RESIDENT, I + TIM IN CHARGE 
UNDERSTAND 60 WOULD You OF TAKIN’ CARE 

‘THE BEALITY OF A] PLEASE TREADON OF THE GARDEN, 

THE GARDEN... ONLY THE PLACES 

YOU WISH TO CHECK 
AND LEAVE THE OTHER [\e 


AREAS UNTOUCHED? bo D S| 








CAN ANYONE 

THINK OF A Now, THE \c Sate ove 
MOTIVE SHE'D PROBLEM 5 ON WITH THE 
HAVE TA KILL HERE, 1S i INVESTIGATION. 


HERSELF? MOTIVE! Ui 


yf; 


Rass 








WHAT ABOUT 
THAT THING, 
KAORUKO? 


SHE HAD 
NO REASON 
COMMIT 

SUICIDE! 





MY NAME IS 
NAMIKAZE 
CHIHIRO... 





NAMIKAZE CHIHIRO 





COULD YA 
PLEASE TELL 


i } us WHAT 
Sad lal a Hi YA KNOW? 


ABOUT HALF ——— ) A-ACTUALLY, 
A MONTH AGO, 7 I FOUND THIS 














FORTUNATELY, 
HER WEALTHY 
PIANCE HAD 
THE HEART TA 
FORGIVE HER, 


AND WE'RE 
HOPEFUL THAT 
A THING LIKE 
THIS WON'T 
CANCEL THE 
ENGAGEMENT 
JUST YET... 





(as ABOUT SHE'S THE 
WAS ABOUT TA she's THe 
GET FINALIZED 
BUT EVEN EAL One 
THEN, T WHEN THIS CAPABLE 
JUST CANT BLASTED PHOTO 
STAY CALM WENT VIRAL ON 








THE INTERNET! 





TA SAKURAKO- 
SAN BECAUSE 
OF THE EYES? 


THis IS A io 


Na COINCIDES 
WHICH SHE 
TOOK LAST 


SPECIFIC. 






























DON'T TALK 
ABOUT MY 
DAUGHTER 
LIKE THAT! 






SO THERE 
SHOULDN'T 
HAVE BEEN 





HEY, WHEN 
SAKURAKO 
TOOK THAT 
HOLIDAY, 

SHE SAID 
SHE WAS 
GOING TA 
HOKKAIDO 





‘ON A 
BUSINESS 
TRIP... 





WHAT KIND 
OF WORK 
WAS THAT?! 








LET'S CARRY 


ON WITH THE |.“ > 
INVESTIGATION |. \ ALRIGHT, 
| IT'S ALL 
CLEAR 
NOW... 





COMPARED 
TO MY 


ENGAGEMENT, 
MY SISTER 
15 ALWAYS 
FAR MORE 
PRECIOUS 








HOWEVER W-WHAT 

















ILOOKAT IT, I ar 
IT MUST BE A Ine 
SUICIDE, RIGHT? 
WHAT 
1S THIS 
FEELING?! 
THEN... 
WHY?! 














IOON'T 








WANT TO ARGH, STOP 
SOLVE IT, 37 YEAR 
CASES OLD KINDAICHI 


ANYMORE! HAJIME... 


YOU'RE NOT KINDAICHI 
SATISFIED, By MANAGER! 
ARE YOU? Ss 


Dy. 
seo 

ain. wy 

ee ees 

BIT SATISFIED Ouse 


CONCLUSION! 


THE BLOOD 

OF A GREAT 
DETECTIVE'S 
GRANDSON?! 





I WONDER... 
DID SOMETHING 
BAD HAPPEN IN 
ANY OF THEM? 


I'M QUITE 
DONE WITH 
SOLVING 
MYSTERIES! 


ALL T KNOW 
Is THAT IF 
THIS ISNT A 
‘SUICIDE, THEN 
IT'S A MURDER 
WITHOUT ANY 
FOOTPRINTS, 
LIKE IN A 
NOVEL... 


MANAGER... 
AMONG ALL 
THE CASES 
THAT YOU 
EXPERIENCED 
IN YOUR PAST, 





THIS ISN'T 


THE END... 








